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In Russia, the freedom of which is guaranteed by the Constitution. It is equally
well known that anti-religious ideology is the ideology of the Communist Party.
And, of course, the Orthodox Church bitterly regrets that this is so.

But at the same time it must be stated quite objectively that the Constitution
which guarantees full freedom for the celebration of religious services in no way
impedes the religious life of the faithful and the life of the Church in general.

In the years following the October revolution, trials of churchmen took
place more than once in Russia. Why were these ecclesiastical personages
put on trial ? Solely because, screening themselves with cassock and cross, they
carried on anti-Soviet work. Those were political trials, having nothing in,
common with the purely ecclesiastical life of religious organizations and the
purely ecclesiastical activity of individual priests. The Orthodox Church itself
has loudly and firmly condemned such apostates who have betrayed its plain
policy of honest loyalty towards the Soviet authorities.

When, for instance, a whole group of churchmen, headed by the former
Metropolitan of Leningrad, Joseph, came forward with purely political anti-
Soviet views, trying to hide these views under pseudo-canonical differences with
the Head of the Church, the Metropolitan Sergius, the Patriarchal Orthodox
Church at once took a* firm stand and condemned these churchmen as schis-
matics, who had both gone against the canons regarding submission to the Head
of the Church and violated the divine and apostolic doctrine on submission to
authority.

No, the Church cannot complain about the authorities.

In the present year (1942) fiaster has been celebrated in singular circumstan-
ces. Menacing clouds are hanging over the country, which is suffering the
ferocious onslaught of the fascists. Moscow is in a state of siege. Neverthe-
less, the government, meeting the desire of the faithful, permitted the celebration
of the midnight Easter service, although this involved great risks. Is this
persecution of the Church ?

Ivan Sergeevich Aksakov, a man of profound faith, already in his day
untiringly demanded for the Church freedom of conscience, freedom of religious
profession. "What is better for the Church," he asked, tka siftall but faithful
flock, or one numerous but hypocritical?"

Today the Russian people can display the full beauty of holy Orthodoxy.
To the Russian people is entrusted this most holy treasure. Their historical
mission is to reveal its profundity before all mankind, and therewith to enchant
and captivate the world.

Woe to those that have broken into our country, encroached upon our
Orthodox faith, and profaned our hallowed sanctuaries.
10 April, 1942,

Friday in Easter Week.

IN THE PATRIOTIC WAR THE RUSSIAN  ORTHODOX  CHURCH.
AND ITS HEAD ARE  CARRYING OUT THE EXHORTATIONS OF
PATRIARCH TIKHON
BY SERGIUS, ARCHBISHOP OF GORKY AND ARZAMAS
Broadly spreads our Russian land. From the foaming waves of the Baltic
to the deep waters of the Pacific, from the cold Northern Sea to the tem-
pestuous Black Sea stretch its immeasurable expanses.